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America 250 Oregon Commission 
Minutes of Meeting on June 4, 2026 
 

Opening Comments and Attendance  

Chair Tymchuk called the meeting to order at 3:01pm and welcomed Oregon 250 
commissioners and the public. 

The following commissioners were in attendance: Alisha Babbstein, Katie Henry, Mickie 
Derting, George Kramer, Brad Parker, Todd Braje, Mary Lang Bishop, Zachary Stocks, 
Shana McConville Radford, Treasurer Elizabeth Steiner, Sophorn Cheang 

Chair Tymchuk opened the meeting with a reminder of the Oregon 250 mission and 
guideposts that were established by the commission.   

 

Budget and Oregon 250 Grants 

Senate Bill 1531, which established the Commission in 2024, allocated $250,000 to the 
Oregon Historical Society (OHS) to support the Commission’s work, along with an 
additional $10,000 from the America 250 Federal Commission. The 2025 legislature 
provided an additional $250,000 to OHS for a similar purpose. 

From May 2024 through May 2026, total spent & reserved for grantmaking is 
approximately $470,000. 

Chair Tymchuk reviewed the success of the Oregon250 grant program, which to date 
has awarded more than $244,000 to nearly 80 organizations across four funding cycles. 
He shared the list of all awardees.  

Additionally, the National Endowment for the Arts has a Grants for Arts Projects to 
support public-facing arts and cultural activities.  

 

Oregon 250/America 250 Programs and Partnerships 

The Oregon 250 Commission shared the following programs and partnerships:  

Great American State Fair: This is a program from Freedom 250. Due to timing and the 
high costs associated, the Governor’s office determined Oregon will not be participating 
in the fair.  

America 250 Time Capsule: On July 4, 2026, America 250 will bury the 
Semiquincentennial time capsule within Independence National Historic Park in 
Philadelphia for 250 years until July 4, 2276. Each state and territory has been asked to 
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submit original objects, made ideally of metal or on archival paper, to be included in the 
time capsule.  

Oregon’s chosen submission is a pin of She Who Watches handcrafted by acclaimed 
Native American artist Lillian Pitt (Warm Springs, Wasco, and Yakama). She Who Watches 
is a famous petroglyph and pictograph that is perched on a mountain visible from Pitt’s 
ancestral village. She Who Watches represents Tsagaglalal, a wise and powerful chief 
who was transformed to stone, where she continues to keep vigil over her people and 
the Columbia River.  

Two Traveling Exhibitions available: The Power of Place & The Pursuit of Happiness are 
two photographic traveling exhibitions available to rent at no cost through 2026. The 
images included in these traveling exhibitions are also available as digital exhibitions on 
Oregon250.org.  

Moments that Made Us Print-On-Demand Traveling Exhibition: The Moments that 
Made Us print on demand traveling exhibit is available to download at Oregon250.Org.  

The project is organized around five themes from the Declaration of Independence. Host 
organizations receive 23 ready-to-use branded panels, plus blank panels for adding local 
content, and a user guide. Spanish language translations are also available.  

The Oregon 250 Commission has partnered with Idaho 250, and Washington 250 to 
create Pacific Northwest regional panels which are also available to download.  

America’s Potluck: America’s Potluck is a national initiative taking place on Sunday, July 
5, 2026. Toolkits and resources are available for the public and organizations who want 
to host a potluck as part of this event.  

America’s Test Kitchen has created recipes for each state as part of the America 250 
celebration and America’s Potluck.  

Sharing the Spirit of America: A nationwide, simultaneous reading of the Declaration of 
Independence on July 8, 2026. The Lewis & Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American 
Revolution will be participating at the Oregon Revolutionary War Memorial at the 
Veterans Memorial Park in Beaverton, and the Oregon Historical Society will host a 
reading with state and community leaders. 

America Gives: An America 250 Commission initiative that challenges organizations to 
commit to increasing their level of volunteering and impact in 2026.  

Freedom Plane: A National Archives traveling exhibition brining nine original founding-
era documents to eight U.S. cities in commemoration of America 250. The last stop on 
the tour is in Seattle, Washington from July 30 to August 16.  
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Light to Unite: The National Flag Foundation’s Light to Unite initiative invites 
communities across the nation to illuminate buildings, landmarks, bridges, and public 
spaces in red, white, and blue on the evening of July 4.  

Bills Flag at OHS: The Bills flag is believed to be the first U.S. flag raised in Portland after 
Oregon became the 33rd state. Ann Bills and her husband, Cincinnati Bills, traveled from 
Indiana to Oregon in 1853. In addition to the flag, on display will include three documents 
on loan; two maps from around 1817, and a rare 1774 printing documenting the 
proceedings of the First Continental Congress. These items are on display from June 23 
to July 6.  

 

Toolkits Available:  

From Dates to Doorways: Katie Henry, from the Oregon Heritage Commission, 
presented on their newest toolkit: Dates to Doorways, A Toolkit for Turning Anniversaries 
and Milestones into Opportunities for Reflection, Connection, Engagement, and Growth. 
Oregon Heritage Partnered with Story Quilters to create the toolkit, funded by the 
Oregon Cultural Trust. This free downloadable toolkit offers opportunities for 
organizations to connect with anniversaries and milestones in thoughtful ways.  

AASLH Program Book: A free download that provides organizations with low-cost 
program examples to help celebrate and commemorate the semiquincentennial.  

 

America 250 Oregon Calendar of Events Highlight 

Chair Tymchuk highlighted statewide events and exhibitions currently listed on the 
Oregon250 website and encouraged community members to submit their events for 
recognition as an official Oregon 250 Event.  

 

Public Comment:  

Dave Witter with the Sons of the American Revolution reported on the unveiling of the 
new Revolutionary War Memorial at the Veterans Memorial Park in Beaverton. The event 
was held on April 19, 2026 with over 400 people in attendance and received local and 
national media coverage.   

Beth Lambright, with the descendants of the Mayflower Society promoted their upcoming 
event to celebrate America’s birthday at a park in Salem.  

Commissioner Mary Lang Bishop promoted the movie Young Washington.  

Lars Hedbor will be reading the Declaration of Independence at a festival in Monmouth.  
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Conclusion:  

Chair Tymchuk mentioned author Rick Atkinson recently presented a talk on his book 
Fate of the Day: The War for America, Fort Ticonderoga to Charleston, 1777-1780 as part 
of the OHS Hatfield Lecture Series. That recording is now available free of charge on the 
OHS website for a limited time. 

With no further business, Chair Tymchuk concluded the meeting at 3:50 pm.  

 


